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THE MIGRATION OF YOUNG ADULTS, 1950-1960: South Dakota Counties, 
State Economic Areas , and States in the North Central Region 
BY 
Marvin P. Riley and James E . Pew* 
I. STATEMENT OF PROBLEM AND DEFINITION OF TERMS 
A. Introduction 
South Dakota was the second most rural state in the North 
Central Region1 in 1960 with 61 percent of the state 's population 
living in rural areas. Only North Dakota, with 65 percent rural popu-
lation , surpassed SmJth Dakota within the North Central Region. 
Throughout the United States, rural areas have been eJ...-periencing a 
definite loss of people through out-migration. South Dakota is no ex-
ception. Even though the state gained four percent :in population from 
1950 to 1960, there was a total net out-migration of slightly over 14 
percent. There were 121,736 more births than deaths in South Dakota 
between 1950 and 1960. This natural growth produced a potential 
popu).ation of 774~476 for 1960, yet only 680,51 were living in the 
state in that year . Thus, the population grew only 27 ,774 instead of 
1~Professor, and Graduate Student Research Assistant, respectively, 
Rural Sociology Department . The work of Miss Karen Opp and Miss Linda 
Barbknecht, student assistants, is acl-:nowledged in the preparation of 
~aps and tables and in the typing of the report. 
lsee Table I, page 8, for a list of states within the North 
Central Region . 
-2-
a possible 121,736. Out-migration accounted for this difference between 
the potential and the actual population increase. The net out -migration 
from South Dakota for the decade numbered 94,279.2 This figure is 
based on the estimated migration of the total population with no con-
cern for variation with respect to different age groups or sex. Inasmuch 
as a general principle in population theory contends that migration is 
selective on the basis of both age and sex, the question arises as to 
which age groups and which sex have experienced the highest rates of 
population movement during the 1950-1960 decade. Our knowledge of 
population trends suggests that the highest rates of migration for the 
more rural states would be expected t o be in the young adult segment of 
the population. 
B. Objectives of the Study 
This study attempts to accomplish the following objectives : 
(1.) To determine the net migrat i on rates .f or· t he: total popu-
lation and for young adults for the states in t he North Cent ral Region 
and to show South Dakota's relative position among t hese states. 
(2.) To determine the net migration rates for the total popu-
lation and for young adults in South Dakota's economic areas and to com-
pare the rates for young adult males and females in these areas. 
(3.) To determine the net migration numbers and rates for young 
adults for South Dakota counties and to compare the rates for this 
segment of the population with the migration rates for the total popu-
lation of these counties. 
2dladys K. Bowles and James D. Tarver, Net Migration of the 
Population, 1950-1960 by Age 8 Sex and Color, Vol. 1, Part 2, Economic 
Research Service, United States Department of Agriculture, 1965, Wash-
ington, D.C., Table 1, page 315. 
• 
• 
-
• 
• 
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(4) To determine and to compare the net migration rates for 
males and females for the counties of South Dakota. 
C. Definition of Terms 
The basic terms and concepts used in this report require working 
definitions. 
(l) Migration: Migration refers to the movement of people from 
or into a given area during a given time period. In this study migration 
is evident only when the migrants cross the boundary of a political unit 
or group of political units. 
(2) Net migration: Net migration of a population refers to 
the balance of out-migration (number of people leaving an area) offset 
by in-migration (the number of people entering an area) during a given 
time period. 
(3) Estimated net migration (num er): Net migration in this 
study is determined by subtratting the potential 1960 population (1950 
population plus births minus deaths) from the actual 1960 census 
population. If the potential population is larger than the actual 
population then we find a negative number indicating the amount of net 
out-migration . If the actual population is larger than the potential 
population we find a positive number indicating the amount of net in-
migration. 
(4) Net migration rate: This rate is based upon the number of 
net migr ants divided by the number of people living in that area at the 
beginning of the time period over which migration took place. The 
figure obtained is then multiplied by 100. A net migration rate of 20 , 
-4-
for example, means that the difference in the number of people entering 
an area and those ledving the area was 20 percent of the original 
population of that area. A positive number denot es in-migration; a 
negative number indicates out-migr ation. The formula for finding the 
net migration rate for the 1950-1960 decade is: 
Number of net migrants from 1950-1960 for a given area X 100 
1950 population of that area 
(5) Young adult population: This term refers to that segment 
of the population which was aged 10-24 in 1950, and 20-34 in 1960. 
This age group is used because this segment of the population is very 
crucial to the state's welfare and has experienced a high rate of out -
migration in South Dakota during the decade. 
(6) The young adult net migration r at es were computed as 
follows : 
Number of young ad ult net migrc nt s3 ~ges 20-34 from 1950- 1960 f or a given area X 100 
I-;·...unber of pecp.i.e ages 10-24 i n 1950 in that area 
(7) The male fill.£. female net ~igration rates were computed as 
follows : 
Number of male (or female) net migrants4 ages 20-34 
from 1950-1960 for a given ~~ea ________ X 100 
Number of (males or females) ages 10-24 in 1950 in that area 
(8) State economic~: These are geographical sub-divisions 
of the state made up of counties having similar economic characteristics . 
D. Importance of the Study 
The need for internal migration arises from the discrepancy 
between rates of population growth and economic development within the 
3Data taken from Bowles and Tarver. 
4Ibid. 
• 
-
-
• 
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nation . People tend to migrate to areas experiencing greatest economic 
growth and tend to leave areas of slower economic growth or decline. 
If the population of an area becomes too large for the area's economic 
base, people are forced to migrate. Young adults are affected to a 
. 
greater extent than other segments of the population. Taves states 
this as a basic demographic princiople when he says, HQne of the most 
thoroughly established demographic principles is that rural-urban migrat-
ion selects persons on the threshold of adulthood and females in some-
what greater numbers than maleso"5 The importance of the presence of 
young adults in a population can hardly be over-emphasized. From a 
social and economic viewpoint, young adults are an extremely important 
segment of tie productive population. They are productive in at least 
two fundamental ways. First,they are the par.ential stock of the ~ext 
generation. Second, young adults are one of the mo,_ t important sources 
of manpower and thus are a strategic rec;-<urce of a state. In addition 
to the production of goods and services, they are high consurnc~s of all 
types of commodities. 
Young adults are many times comm nity leaders; if not 1 they are 
often in an apprentice position to take over when older leaders retire. 
In addition, young adults tend to balance out the ccmservative elements 
in a community since they tend to be more liberal both economically 
and politically. 
The exod11s of young people from rural areas has put a severe 
strain on many communities. Accordi.ng to one view, '·The tax base for 
5Marvin J., TA.ves, °Consequences of Pop1Jlation Loss rn Rt11 al 
Communit~es, 0 _ Labor·Mobility and Poli_lation in Agrictlt·re, Iowa 
State Un1vers1~y Press, Ames , Iowa: 19 .1, p. 113. 
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the support of roods, schools and other public services (is) reduced or 
(fails) to keep pace with increases in the cost of public serviceso"6 
The unit cost of render ing such services tends to increase because of 
the shortage of young adultso 
Basic information as to what is happening to our young adult 
population, obtained through studies such as the present one, is needed 
to attempt to find answers to what is happening to our young adult 
populationo Sound local, state, regional and national planning f or 
services in education, government, institutions, agriculture, industrial 
expansion, and rural and urban development relies on accurate population 
data and the interpretation of this data o ccording to Marfyak, "In 
a complex society with complex problems, cooperation and communication 
between those who have analyzed various population problems and those 
whose concern is the implementation of research findings through action 
programs is vitalo u7 
One of the most important impacts of the internal migration of 
young adults is the social and economic consequences it has on the 
local and state educational systems. It affects education in two wayso 
The first is through the loss of potential parents. Second, married 
young adults are often pa.rents of school children and when they leave 
6HA National Program of Research for Agriculture,n Report of a 
Study Sponsored Jointly by: Association of State University and Land 
Grant Colleges :arid ' the United States Department of Agriculture~ ·october, 
1966, p. 490 Parenthetical words inserted by authors. 
7Nancy Marfyak, nA Summary of Research of the North Central 
Regional Technical Committee on Population Dynamics, NC-18, 1951 to 1963," 
revised edition, Department of Rural Sociology, College of Agriculture, 
University of Wisconsin, July 1963, Po 7. 
• 
-
-
• 
-
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an area they take their children of school age with them. This leaves 
the institution of the school in a dilemma as far as planning for 
future enrollment. The decisions to reorganize, to expand, and other 
decisions lie in the ability to predict enrollment. People aged 
20-34 in 1960 are now 27-41 years old and are the parents of children 
from kindergarten to senior high school. Knowledge of the patterns of 
net migration gain or loss of the parental generation should be a 
valuable contribution to the planning for the present and future needs 
of our educational system . 
Region, Division 
and States 
North Central Region 
West North Central 
Kansas 
Minnesota 
Missouri 
Nebraska 
Iowa 
South Dakota 
North Dakota 
East North Central 
Ohio 
:Michigan 
Indiana 
Illinois 
Wisconsin 
TABIE I 
NET MIGRATION RATES FOR NORTH CENTRAL REGION, DIVISIONS, AND STATES 
FOR TorAL POPULATION, YOUNG ADULTS, AND BY SEX, 1950-1960 
Total* Young Adult Male Young Adult Female Young Adult 
Population Population Population Population 
- 0.3 + 1.4 + o.6 + 2.3 
- 5.8 -10 . 4 -10.6 -10.2 
- 2.3 - 2.2 - 1.7 - 2.8 
- 3. 2 - 7.0 - 7.7 - 6.3 
- 3°3 - 6.2 - 5.7 - 6.7 
- 8.8 -13. 5 -13.8 -13.1 
- 8.9 -16.8 -18.0 -15e7 
-14.4 -23.0 -23.1 -23.0 
-17 .0 -26.7 -25.9 -27.6 
+ 2.3 + 7.1 + 6.0 + 8.2 
+ 5.1 +12.8 +12.0 +13.6 
+ 2.5 + 6.3 + 4.7 + 7.9 
+ 1.6 + 4.0 + 2.9 + 5.0 
+ 1.4 + 9.0 + 7.6 +10.4 
- 1.6 - 4.9 - 5o2 - 4.5 
*Marvin P. Riley, "The Population Picture, South Dakota and the North Central Region," South Dakota State 
University, April 10, 1964, Table 7, for the uTotal Populat ionH column only. 
-- .____I __ _ I • 
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Ilo FINDINGS 
Ao North Central Region, Divisions and States 
rhe North Central Region. The net migration rates for the North 
..,entral Region, the 1 \mt North Central Division, and the East North Central 
Division as well as the twelve states within the region for the decade 
1950 to 1960 for all ages and for young adults by sex are shown in Table 
Io8 The rate for the total population in the North Central Region is 
-0.J which indicates slight net out-migration during the decadeo However, 
the young adult population of the region experianced a net in-migration 
rate of lo4 during the same period. On the basis of sex, young adult 
females show a higher net :in-migration :cate (2o3) than do their male 
cohorts (Oo6). 
Divisions of the NQ.tlh Central Region The North Central Region 
is divided into two divisions force sus purposes (Table I)o South 
Dakota is included in the West North Central Division along with six 
other states in the relatively same geographical area and these are relatively 
more rural than those states in other divisions. The East North Central 
Division includes five states in the eastern geographical section of the 
regiono The West North Central Division experienced net out-migration 
showing a rate of -508 for all ages while the Eastern Division shows a net 
in-migration rate of 2.'3 for all ages .. In the -Jestern Division the young 
adults experienced a higher net out-migration (-10.4) than the total 
population. On the other hand, in the Eastern Division this age group 
8The number of net migrants for each unit, by sex and age, were taken 
from Bowles and Tarver. The net mir-;ration rates for all ages were taken 
from Rileya 
-10-
experienced a higher net in-migration rate (7.1) than the total population. 
In other words, the young adults demonstrated higher net out-migration 
rates and higher net in-migration rates than tjid the total population in the 
two divisions. The male young adults in the East North Central Division 
migrated in at a slower rate (6.0) than did the females (8.2). The young 
adult male and female net out-migration rates in the West North Central 
Division appears to be essentially the same (-10.6 and -10.2, respectively). 
States .2f. the North Central Region . Only one state, Kansas, evidenced 
a higher net migration rate for all ages than for the young adult population 
(Table I). The remainder of the states within the North Central Region 
exhibited higher rates for the young adults than for the total population. 
North Dakota has the highest net out-migration rate for all ages (-17.0), 
while Ohio experienced the highest net in-migration rate for all ages 
(5.1). The same is true for the young ad~l t rates~ North Dako a -26.7, 
and Ohio 12.8. South Dakota ranked second highest in the region in net 0 1t-
migration rates both for the total population and for the young adults. 
Only Wisconsin, in the East North Central Division, shows a net out-
migration (-1.6). /..11 other states within that division indicated net in-
migration. The picture is quite different for the West North Central 
Division; all seven states within this division experienced net out-migration. 
The differences in the male-female rates are not great within the 
individual states. The pattern for the states ±s the same as for the div-
isions. South Dakota is the state in the North Central Region with the 
least variance between male and female rates (-23.1 and -23.0, respectively). 
• 
• 
-
I 
State 
Economic Areas 
1 
lA 
lB 
2 
2A 
2B 
3 
3A 
3B 
4 
4A 
4B 
TABLE II 
NET MIGRATION RATES FOR TOTAL POPULATION, YOUNG ADULTS AND BY SEX FOR 
STATE ECONOMIC AREAS, SOUTH DAKarA, 1950-1960 
Total 
Population 
- 8 
-3 
-29 
-19 
-20 
-19 
-23 
-22 
-24 
-12 
-18 
- 8 
Young Adult 
Population 
- 4 
+4 
-33 
-31 
-30 
-32 
-40 
-38 
-41 
-21 
-31 
-15 
Male Young 
Adult Population 
+ Oo2 
+ 9 
-32 
-33 
-32 
-33 
-41 
-40 
-42 
-21 
-30 
-15 
Female Young 
Adult Population 
- 4 
+4 
-34 
-30 I 
-29 I 
-31 
-39 
-36 
-40 
-22 
-32 
-16 
I 
Legend : 
I I 
MA.P 1 
NET MIGRATION RATE FOR TOTAL POPULATION, YOUNG ADULTS, AND BY SEX 
FOB. 0 0UTH DMOTA STATE ECONOOC AR8AS , 1950-1960 
18 - 29 
2A I 28 
-33 - 20 
- 1') 
- 3~2 ) -32 
-34 
-30 
-J;2 
- 33 
- 2~ 
-JJ_ 4A 
lA 
- 3 
+ 4 
+ 9 
+ 4 
1B 
First number= net migration r ate f or total population . 
Second number= total young adult net migration r ate . 
Third number= r:iale young adult net migration r ate . 
Fourth number= female young adult net migrat i on rate . 
3A=i 13 B 
-36 
-24 
-41 
-42 
- 40 
-18 
--31 
-30 
-32 
- 8 
-15 
-15 
-16 
• 
l\) 
I 
• 
-
-
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B. South Dakota's State Economic Areas 
Counties with similar economic characteristics have been grouped to-
gether into state economic areas. The state is divided into four state 
economic arees; each area is divided into two sub-areas (Table II and Map 
1). The counties within each area are listed below. 
Area 1 
Area 2 
Area 3 
Area 4 
lA Butte, Corson, Custer, Fall River, Haakon, Harding, 
Jackson, Jones, Lawrence, Lyman, Meade, Pennington, 
Perkins, and Stanley. 
lB Bermett, Dewey-Armstrong, Mellette, Shannon, Todd, 
Washabaugh, and Ziebach. 
2A Campbell, Edmunds, Faulk, Hand, Hughes, Hyde, McPherson, 
Potter, Sully, and Walworth. 
2B Beadle, Brown, Clark, Day, Marshall, and Spink. 
3A Aurora, Brule, Buffalo, Gregory, Jerauld, and Tripp. 
3B Bon Homme, Charles Mix, Davison, Douglas, Hanson, 
Hutchinson, McCook, Miner, and Sanborn. 
4A Brookings, Codington, Deuel, Grant, Hamlin, Kingsbury, 
and Roberts. 
4B Clay, Lake, Lincoln, Minnehaha, Moody, Turner, Union, 
and Yankton. 
Migration .2.£ Total Population. The state total net out-migration 
rate. is -l4.4. Area 3 in the south central part of the state experienced 
the highest net out-migration rate for all ages (-23). Area 2, the north 
- central area, is second with a -19. The extreme eastern portion of the 
state (area 4) is third highest with -12. The western region of the state, 
TABIE III 
NET MIGRATION N1JMBER AND RATE FOR THE YOUNG ADULT POPULATION AND NET MIGRATION RATES BY SEX 
FOR SOUTH DJJ(orA COUNTIES, 1950-1960 (ALPHABETICAL LISTING) 
County Number of Young Net Migration Rate Male Young Adult Female Young Adult 
Adult Net Migrants Young Adult Population Population Rate Population Rate 
Aurora - 589 -45 -49 -41 
Beadle -1121 -23 -~7 -19 
Bennett - 356 -39 -40 -38 
Bon Homme - 655 -30 -27 -34 
Brookings - 434 - 9 - 5 -14 
Brown -1713 -22 -19 -24 
Brule - 278 -21 -25 -17 
Buffalo - 154 -35 -38 -32 
Butte - 547 -28 -28 -28 
Campbell - 551 -48 -48 -49 
Charles Mix -:i..893 -51 -53 -48 
Clark - 969 -50 -52 -48 
Clay - 658 -21 -16 -26 
Codington -1014 -24 -26 -23 
Corson - 766 -43 -44 -42 
Custer - 428 -36 -37 -:6 
Davison -1125 -29 -28 -30 
Day -1469 -52 -53 -51 
Deuel - 841 -46 -46 -46 
Dewey - 381 -28 -27 -28 
Douglas - 623 -45 -44 -45 
Edmunds -1096 -56 -&JI -54 Fall River - 564 -27 -32 -23 
Faulk - 449 -40 -41 -39 
Grant - 807 -36 -37 -35 
Gregory - 954 -47 -47 -47 
Haakon - 185 -26 -31 -20 
_ _J __ _ - I I 
I 
J...J 
.i:-
I 
I 
I 
County 
Hamlin 
Hand 
Hanson 
Hard~g 
Hughes 
Hutchinson 
Hyde 
Jackson 
Jerauld 
Jones 
Kingsbury 
Lake 
Lawrence 
Lincoln 
Lyman 
McCook 
McPherson 
Marshall 
Meade 
Mellette 
Miner 
Minnehaha 
Moody 
Pennington 
Perkins 
Potter 
I I 
TABLE III (Continued) 
~T MI.GRATICN ~lJlvillER AND RATE FOR nm YGUNG ADULT POPULATION AND NET HIGRATION RATES BY SU 
FOR SOUTH DAKOTA COUNTIES, 1950-1960 (ALPHABETICAL LISTING) 
Number of Young Net Migration Rate Male Young Adult Female Young Adult 
Adult Net Migrants Young Adult Population Population Rate Population Rate 
--
- 762 -49 -50 - 48 
- 696 -40 -43 -37 
- 525 -45 -45 -46 
- 147 -28 -23 -33 
+ 569 +28 +32 +25 
-1062 -39 -40 
- 262 -38 -37 -39 
- 104 -24 -20 -23 
- 431 -43 -42 -41+ 
- 230 -42 -48 -36 
- 874 -40 -40 -39 
- 823 -30 -27 -33 
- 793 -21 -20 - 21 
- 968 -37 -38 -35 
- 376 -34 -38 -JO 
- 905 -45 - 47 -43 
- 927 -50 -53 -47 
- 927 -50 -51 -47 
- 932 -30 -37 -19 
- 332 -40 -37 -44 
- 734 -54 -57 -52 
-t 928 + 6 +8 + 4 
-1184 -52 -49 -54 
+6507 +83 +94 +71 
- 671 -42 -45 -39 
- 199 -17 -13 -21 
• 
I 
f---1 
\J'l 
I 
:"-ounty 
:(oberts 
1anborn 
:.3han..TJ.on 
]pink 
·-;tanley 
Jully 
Todd 
Tripp 
Turner 
rrnion 
Walworth 
Washabaugh 
YanktoP 
Ziebach 
_ j 
TABLE III ·(Continued) 
NET MIGRJ:.TION NUMBER AND RATE FOR THE YOUNG ADULT POPULATION ltND NET MIGRATION RATES BY SEX 
FOR SOUTH DAKOTA COUNTIES, 1950-1960 (ALPHABETICAL LISTING) 
Number of Young Net Migration Rate Male Young Adult Female Young :lctul t 
:.dult Net Migrants Young Adult Population Population Rate Population Rate 
-1591 -45 -45 -45 
- 457 -42 -44 -39 
- 444 -26 -22 -30 
- 876 -31 -34 -29 
+ 396 +84 +89 +80 
- 225 -32 -36 -27 
- 433 -33 -33 -33 
- 746 -35 -38 -31 
-1034 -40 -41 -38 
- 798 -36 -38 -34 
- 526 - 27 -27 -27 
- 239 -54 -52 -57 
- 862 -23 - 26 -21 
- 200 -30 -33 -26 
I I 
I 
I-' 
a-
I 
• 
-
... 
-
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area 1, has the lowest net out-migration rate for the total population, 
-8. 
Migration 2f.. Young Population and ~- The 
young adult population has higher net out-migration rates than the total 
population for all economic areas and sub- areas except for economic 
sub-area lA (Table II and Map 1) . It is interesting to note that the 
economic areas that are high on total net out-migration are also high 
on net out-migration of young adults. Area 3 has the highest young adult 
net out-migration rate, area 2 is second, area 4 is third and area 1 is 
last. Note that the young adult rate is higher than the rate for the 
total population in all areas except area 1 in the west. No areas or 
aub-areas show net in-migration for the total population. 
The migration rates for the male and female young adults show 
little variation in most of the areas and sub-areas • 
C. South Dakota 9 s Counties 
Vligration of the Total Population. The net migration rates for 
the total population and for young adults by sex were computed for all 
counties of the state (Maps 2 and 3, Tables III and IV). The counties 
are arranged alphabetically in Table III and show the actual number of 
young adult migrants as well as the rates for the young adults . The 
table also shows the young adult male and female net migration rates. 
Table rv, on the other hand, shows the counties arranged in rank~ 
according to the young adult net migration rates. In addition, rates for 
t he total population (all ages) as well as the rates for male and female 
young adults are included m Table IV. 
County 
Stanley 
Pennington 
Hughes 
Min.."1ehaha 
Brookings 
Potter 
Brule 
lay 
Lawrence 
Brown 
Beadle 
Yankton 
Codington 
J2.ckson 
Haakon 
:.:hannon 
FalJ River 
Walwcrth 
Butte 
Dewey 
Hardine 
Davi~.mn 
.don Homme 
L2.ke 
' :"~ , Ll\...,ac.E::: 
'"~it .. b::~ch 
I 
@LE IV 
NE1I MIGRi~TION R/,.TES, 'WrAL POPUI..l/I'ION, YOlmG ADULTS !JID BY SEX FOR SOUTH DAKOTA COUNTIES 
JS,50-1960, (LISTED IN RANK ORDEH ;Lt.,CORDING TO THE YOUNG ADULT POPULA'I'ION) 
'l'otal Total Yeung Male Young Fcm?.le Young 
?cp11la.t-ion Adult P~pulrltion l~dul t Populalion Adult Population 
+66 +84 +89 +00 
+26 +83 +94 t-71 
+27 +28 +32 +25 
+ OeoOl -t- 6 + 8 + 4 
n - 9 - 5 -14 - { 
-lC -17 -13 -21 
-1) -21 -25 -17 
-15 -21 ~16 -26 
-14 - 21 - 20 - 21 
l' - 4 - 22 -19 -24 
-1:; -23 - 27 -19 
- 10 - 23 -26 -21 
- 12 -24 --26 -23 
- 7 -24 -20 -28 
-16 - 26 -3] -20 
-27 -26 - 22 - 30 
-11 -27 -32 - 23 
13 -27 -27 -27 
-12 -28 -28 - 28 
-20 - 28 - 27 -28 
-16 -28 -23 -33 
14 -29 -28 - JO 
-]6 -30 -27 -34 
14 -30 -27 -33 
-10 -30 -37 -19 
-28 -JC' -33 -26 
I I • 
1 
County 
Spink 
Sully 
Todd 
Lyman 
Buffalo 
Tripp 
Custer 
Grant 
Union 
Lincoln 
Hyde 
Bennett 
Hutchinson 
Faulk 
Hand 
Kingsbury 
Mellette 
Turner 
Jones 
Perkins 
Sanborn 
Corson 
J erauld 
Aurorr-t 
Douglas 
Hanson 
T;lBLE IV (C ontinued) 
t 
NET MIGRATION RATES, TITTAL POPUL/\.TION) YOUNG ADULTS AND BY SEX, FOR SOUTH DAKGrA COUNTIES 
1950-1960~ (LISTED IN RANK ORDER ACCORDING TO THE YOUNG ADULT POPULATION 
Total Total Young Male Young Female Young 
Population Adult Pt.pulation Adult Population Adult Population 
-17 -31 -34 -29 
-27 -32 -36 -27 
-26 -33 -33 -33 
-22 -34 -38 -30 
-30 -35 -38 -32 
-23 -35 -38 -31 
-23 -36 -37 -36 
-19 -36 -37 -35 
-18 -36 -38 -34 
-16 -37 -38 -35 
-25 -38 -37 -39 
-29 -39 -40 -38 
-18 -39 -39 -40 
-26 -40 -4l -39 
- 25 -40 -43 -37 
-22 -40 -40 -39 
-30 -40 -37 -44 
-19 -40 -41 -38 
-28 -42 -48 -36 
-28 -42 -45 -J9 
-24 -42 -44 -39 
-32 -43 -44 -42 
-24 -43 -42 -44 
-20 -45 -49 -41 
-24 -45 -44 -45 
-23 - 45 -A,5 -46 
I 
f-J 
'° I 
County 
McCook 
Roberts 
Deuel 
Gregory 
Campbell 
Hamlin 
Clark 
McPherson 
Marshall 
Charles Mix 
Day 
Moody 
Miner 
Washabaugh 
Edmunds 
TABLE IV (Continued) 
NET MIGRATION RATES , TITTAL POPULATION, YOUNG hDULTS, !1.~ID BY SEX FOR SOUTH DA.KOT,\ COUNTIES 
1950-1960, (LISTED DJ R/iNK ORDER ACCORDING TO THE YOUNG ADULT POPULATION 
Total Total Young Hale Young Female Young 
Population Adult Population Adult Population Adult Population 
-22 -45 -47 -43 
-27 -45 -45 -45 
-24 -46 -46 - 46 
-28 - 47 -47 -47 
- 29 -48 -48 -49 
- 23 -49 - 50 - 48 
-27 - 50 -52 -48 
-32 -50 -53 -47 
-29 -50 -51 - 47 
I 
l\) 
-42 - 51 -53 -48 
0 
I 
-47 -52 -53 - 51 
-18 -52 -49 -54 
-28 -54 -57 -52 
-55 - 54 -52 -57 
-33 -56 -57 -54 
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The net out-migration rate for South Dakota's total population is 
-14.4. Sixty-three counties in the state show a net loss through out-
migration, while only four counties show a net in-migration (Stanley, 
Hughes, Pennington and Minnehaha)o The migration rates for the total 
population are lower than those for the young adults in all but two countieso 
The pattern of migration rates for the total population is essentially 
the same for young adults as the next section indicates. 
Net Migration 2.f. Young Adult Population .fill£~ 2™• Stanley, 
Penningtonj Hughes and Minnehaha counties experienced net in-migration 
of young adults dur:ing the decade. All the other 63 counties in South 
Dakota experienced net out-.migration of this age group. Stanley County, 
with Ft. Pierre, sl1ows the highest in-migration, a rate of 84. This i s 
probably due to the manpower present for the building of the Oahe Dam. 
Pennington County is second highest in the state with net in-migration 
showing a rate of 83. Ellsworth Air Force Base undoubtedly contributed 
to this high rate. Hughes County with a rate of 28 is third. Again the 
Oahe Dam workers probably were responsible for part of this in-migrationo 
Minnehaha County experienced the lowest net in-migration of young adults 
during the decade. Sioux Falls, the largest city in South Dakota, 
helped to attract young people at a net in-migration rate of 6 for the 
county. 
These four counties,then, were not typical of South Dakota counties. 
The other 63 counties all lost young adults during the decade. The 
range for these counties was -9 to -56. Over one-half of these counties 
had a net out-migration rate for young adults greater than 37 percent of 
HARDtNG 
-16 
-28 
BUTTE 
-12 
- 28 
MAP 2 
NET MIGRATION RATES FOR TOTAL POPULATION AND YOUNG ADULT POPULATION 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA COUNTIES , 1950-1960 
PERKINS CORSON CAMPBELL MC PHERSON BROWN 
MARSHALL 
-32 -29 
-32 - 50 - 50 
I 
-28 -43 -14 DAY EDMUNDS 
- 42 ZIEBACH DEWEY -33 -22 - 27 
- 56 - 52 
SPINI< 
- 27 
-45 
fAULI< I I I 
- 26 CLARI< CODINGTON 
MEADE -28 - 40 -17 -12 -24 
I -30 ~YOE HANO -31 - 27 HAMLIN - 50 -2~ 
-10 -4 
-19 
-36 
-24 
-46 
LAWRENCE I -30 - 25 -25 
BEADLE BROOK INGS 
-15 1<1NGSBURY 
- 7 38 -40 -23 -22 - 9 
-14 J I -16 -40 -26 LAKE MOODY SAN80RN M INER -21 PENNINGTON 
26 -14 -1[ 
JACICSON _30 -52 83 AURORA M INNEHAHA 
C'JJSTER 
-23 - 20 -14 - 23 
-36 - 45 -29 - 45 
FALL- RI VER DOUGLAS HUTCHINSON 
-27 BENNE lT TODD 
-11 'SHANNON - 26 -26 
- 27 -29 -33 
-39 
LEGEND : First number= net migration rate for total population. 
Second number= net migration rate for young adult population . 
Negat ive numbers indicate net out-migration; positive numbers indicate net 
i n-migration . 
-22 
-45 
I 
SOURC'E : Marvin P. Riley and J eanne Biggar , "South Dakota Population 1950-1960, State and County 
Population Gains and Losses," Brookings : Department of Rural Sociology, South Dakota 
State University, Pamphlet No. 121, OctobeT , 1960, p . 34. Source for estimated young 
adult net migration rates were specially prepared for this report . 
I 
[\) 
[\) 
I 
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MAP 3 
NET MIGRATION RATES FOR MALE AND FEMALE YOUNG ADULTS FOR SOUTH DAKOTA COUNTIES , 1950-1960 
HARDING PERKINS CORSON CAMPBELL 
-44 -49 
- 23 
I -45 -42 WALWORTH -33 - 39 ZIEBACH DEWEY - 27 
I I - 27 BUTTE I 
- 28 
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-28 
I - 26 -28 -37 
- 19 
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- 20 89 
- 21 - 31 80 
- 20 
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71 
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-37 
- 36 
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- 23 -38 -33 
Legend : 
First number= male net migrat ion rates. 
Second number= female net migration rates . 
MC PHERSON BROWN MARSHALL 
-53 - 51 
- 47 - 47 -45 
EDMUNDS -19 DAY -45 
-57 - 24 - 53 
-54 - 51 
FAULi< SPINK 
-41 CL AR I< CODINGTON - 26 -3 9 -34 - 52 -23 
- 29 - 48 -46 ,.YOE HANO HAMLIN 
- 50 - 46 
-37 - 43 -
- 39 -37 
BEADLE 
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- 27 - 40 - 5 
-19 -39 -
JERAULD SAN80RN MI NER 
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Negative numbers :indicate net out-migration; positive numbers :indicate net :in-migration . 
I I l\) 1_,0 I 
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their 1950 populationo Brookings County, with the stateis largest ins-
titut_ion of higher learning, South Dakota State University, still lost 
young adult populationo However, this county lost at the lowest rate, 
-9o Edmunds County had the highest net out-migration rate for young 
adults, -56. In other words, 56 percent of the young adults present in 
1950 were gone by 19600 (This figure accoW1ts for those who moved into 
the county)o 
Only two counties, Beadle and Yankton, were "average" counties; 
both experienced net out-migration rates of -23 for young adults--the 
rate for the state as a wholeo 
In general, the net out-migration rates did not vary a great deal 
between the males and femaleso The net out-migration rate was higher 
for the males in 36 counties, while the females 9 rate exceeded the males 
rate in only 21 countieso The rates were the same in 6 counties. The 
males had the highest net in-migration in all four of the counties that 
experienced net in-migrationo 
Those readers who are interested in the geographical distribution 
of the migration by counties vJill find this information presented in 
two maps. Map 2 shows net migration rates for the total population and 
for the young adult population in South Dakota counties. Map 3 shows 
the net migration rates for the male and female young adults for each 
county in the stateo Only the four counties which experienced net in-
migration of young adults experienced it for the total populationo Both 
the greatest gains and the greatest losses were west of the Missouri Rivero 
They were respectively~ Washabaugh with a -55, and Stanley with a 66. Four 
counties within the state had a net out-migration rate of -14, as did the 
state as a whole for the total populationo 
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III. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS 
A. Findings for the North Central States 
and South Dakota Economic Areas and Counties 
1. Migration 1!!. the~ Central Region. 
The North Central Region experienced slight net out-migration during 
the 1950-1960 decade for the .total population (-0.3)1~; the young adult 
population experienced net in-migration (+1.4). South Dakota ranked 
second highest in the region in net out-m;igration -rates both for the 
total population (-14.4) and for young adults (-23.0). There was a 
smaller difference between young adult male and female net migration 
rates for South Dakota than for any other state in the North Central 
Region. 
2. Migration i!}, Dakota's Economic ~o 
The net out-migration rates for the total population (-23.0) and 
the young adult population (-4 0) were highest for the south central 
economic area of South Dakota. The north central area was second and the 
eastern portion of the state was third. The lowest rates of out-
migration for both the total population (-8) and the young adult popu-
lation (-4) were in the western area of the state. The young adult 
migration rate was higher than the total population in each state eco-
nomic area except one, the west area. 
3. Net Migration in~ Dakota's Counties. 
Four counties experienced net in-migration for young adults as 
well as the total population during the decade. The remaining 63 
S.fkach of the migration rate figures given in this surmnary refers 
to the percent the net migrants are of the 1950 population. 
• 
• 
- ':.6-
counties showed net out-migration of J ome adu: ts and the total population° 
Over one-half of these counties had net out-migration rates for young 
adults that amounted to .more than 37 percent of this 1950 population. 
Brookings County lost young adu1ts· at the lowest rate (-9), while 
Edmunds County lost at the highest rate (-56). The out-migration rates 
did not vary greatly between young adult males and females; however, the 
net out-migration rate was higher for t he males in 36 counties, the female 
rate exceeded the male rate in only 21 counties, and the rate was 
the same for the other 6 counties . The young adult males had t he 
higher migration rate in all four of t he counties that experienced net 
in-migration. 
B. Findings for the State of South Dakota 
South Dakota, with over 60 percent of the population living in 
rural areas in 1960, has been experiencing a l oss of people through out-
migration. Migration from South Dakota appears to be highly ag~ se-
lective with the concentration being in the young adult age categories. 
According to Bowles, high out-migration rates for young adults are es-
pecially characteristic of the rural farm people for several reasons. 
1) They are in search of economic opportunities and 
have usually formed no or only tenuous job attachments 
on farms; 2) many have finished high school and will 
leave fann homes if they go to college; 3) most are 
relatively unattached as far as family respons ibilities 
are concerned and are thus more free to roam about; 
4) their sentimental attachments for farm homes and 
communities may not be as strong as those of older 
persons; 5) many of the young people are eagerly in 
search of new experiences which they feel will be af-
forded them m nonfarm areas.9 
9Gladys K. Bowles, Farm Population Net Migration from the Rural-
Farm Population, 1940-1950, United States Department of Agriculture, 
Agricultural Research Service, Statistical Bulletin 176, June, 1956, p. J, 
as quoted in Walter L. Slocum, Agricultural Sociology, A Study of 
Sociological Aspects of American Farm Life, Harper and Brothers, New 
York, 1962, p. 79. 
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Even though South Dakota gained over 4 percent in population 
during the 1950-1960 decade, there was a net out-migration of ap-
proximately 14 percent; about 94,279 more people moved out of the 
state than moved into it. Focusing on the young adult segment of the 
population, there was a net out-migration rate of approx:imately -23. 
In terms of numbers, 35 ,515 more young adults moved out of South Dakota 
than moved into it during the decade. In other words, the young adults 
constituted approx:imatley 38 percent of the total net out-migrants. This 
becomes significant when one realizes that this segment of the population 
constituted only 24 percent of the total population in 1950 and was re-
duced to 17 percent by 1960. 
Both malP.s and females migrated out of the state at nearly the 
same rate, but individual counties experienced some differences between 
the rates for the two sexes. 
Four counties in South Dakota experienced a net in-migration of 
population including young adults during the decade. They were Stanley, 
Pennington, Hughes and Minnehaha. All the other 63 counties experienced 
net out-migration. Stanley County had the highest net in-migration rate 
of young adults with a rate of 84. Edmunds County, with a young adult 
net out-migration rate of -56, was the county with the highest rate of 
loss. 
C. Implic.ationt5- of the Los·s of Y"u:.og Adults 
One of the most significant questions raised by the loss of young 
adults in South Dakota over the last decade is the possible effect on 
the birth rate. We know that the young adult population includes those 
persons that are most heavily involved in the child-bearing process. If 
-
-
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South Dakota has been losing a substantial proportion of its young adult 
population as the finding of the study suggests, it raises the question, 
''What has been happening to the number of births and the birth rate :in 
the state?n 
The most up-to-date information on the number of births and the 
trend in the birth rate for South Dakota has recently been amde available 
by the South Dakota Department of Health, Division of Vital Statistics, 
and this is its summa y of the situation: 
There were 12,534 resident live bir hs reported for 
1966. These include all reported births to South Dakota 
resident mothers whether or not the birth occurred in 
South Dakota. The 1966 total was the lowest number of · 
births recorded since 1945. The highest total ever rec-
orded in South .Dakota was 18,566 in 1955. The 1966 
total represented a decrease of 1,158 (805%) from the 
13,692 resident live births reported in 1965. 
The 1966 crude birth rate (rate per 1,000 total popu-
lation) was l?.9. This rate has now fallen to the lowest 
point ever recorded in South Dakota. The crude birth 
rate has declined every year since 1959 when the rate was 
26.5. This falling birth rate is not a local phenomenon. 
The birth rate for the United States has also decreased each 
year of the 1960 7 s. For the first time since 1971, the 
South Dakota birth rate has fallen below the rate for 
the nation.10 
The abo e statistics on the trend in births for South Dakota in-
dicate a ste dy decline in both the birth rate and the number of irths 
since 1955. To what extent this decline is due to the loss of the yo ng 
adult population is diff"cult to determllle . Other facto s such as the 
increased acceptance ard use of the birth control pill may play a role 
in the lowering of the birth rate. If we can assume that th~ ac ceptance 
of the npilln has been relatively uniform throughout the United States ., 
and that this factor would generally not have any more influence on Sout h 
10 South Dakota Department of Health, Division of Vital Stati stics., 
~outh Dakota Public Health Statisticsj Pierre, 3outh Dakota, 1967, p. 17 ~ 
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Dakota9s population than any other state, then we should note the change 
in South Dakota's birth rate compared with that of the nation as a whole. 
In 1960 South Dakota' s crude birth rate was 25 . 8, the United States' rate 
was 23.7. However, by 1966, South Dakota ' s rate had dropped to 17.9 
and the nation's rate was 18.5 . In other words, South Dakota had a 
higher birth rate in 1960 than the United States, but by 1966 its rate 
was lower.11 
This information supports the hypothesis that although such factors 
as the Hpi11° may have played some part in the decline in the birth rate 
in South Dakota, any complete explanation of the decline in births 
would certainly have to take into account the loss of young adults. If 
the number of births in South Dakota continues for the remainder of the 
decade at the current rat~ the total number of births for the 1960-1970 
decade will be 148,000 compared to the 182,000 for the decade of 1950-1960.12 
The point of this whole discussion is to underscore the importance 
the loss in young adult population will have for the state, counties and 
local communities. The consequences r esulting from the losses in this 
segment of the population and the children they would have produced will 
undoubtedly have far-reaching effects that should be of vital concern 
to leaders of the various institutional agencies that are expected to 
plan for the needs of South Dakota citizens in the coming years . 
ll.Thi£. 
12Ibid. 
-
-
-L 
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